For each nursing diagnosis do the following three steps:

1. Identify the error in the nursing diagnosis (e.g., used a medical diagnosis)

2. Develop a correct nursing diagnosis statement

3. Identify the guideline the nurse should follow to state the diagnosis correctly

For example, if the incorrect statement is: Fluid replacement related to fever, the guideline the nurse would use to determine a correct diagnosis would be “to state the diagnosis in terms of a problem, not a need”. (In this situation fluid replacement is a need.) A correct statement would be “fluid volume deficit related to fever”. In this statement the problem is the fluid volume deficit.

1. Risk for anemia
2. Ineffective airway clearance related to pneumonia
3. Spiritual distress related to strict rules necessitating church attendance

4. Knowledge deficit related to noncomplicance with diet 

5. Social isolation related to laryngectomy

6. Impaired skin integrity related to noxious agent
7. Provide high-protein diet because of potential altered nutrition 

1, 2 & 5 are written in medical terminology.
An example of better written statements would be: Potential Ineffective Airway Clearance R/T accumulation of secretions in the lungs.

3. Is judgmental.  Spiritual Distress R/T inability to attend church services secondary to immobility.

4.  The patient response is written before the etiology. Noncompliance with diet R/T lack of knowledge.
6. Vague statement. Impaired Skin Integrity R/T skin excoriation from radiation therapy.

7. Written as an order/intervention. Imbalanced Nutrition: less than body requirements  R/T inability to swallow.
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