
In the Vietnam War 50,000 Americans died.  In the Korean War another 50,000 more Americans died.  In World War I 125,000 Americans died and last but definitely not the least 400,000 Americans died in World War II.  What do all these people, along with many others, have in common?  They died fighting for their country, the United States of America.  They died under the American flag.  These people live on in the memories of their loved ones who honor their memories by saying the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  The soldiers who died represented the flag during the war and now the flag represents them. Every day these people and their suffering and pain are remembered because of the flag.  If we don't keep remembering what happened in those hellish years it will happen again.  So when people burn, destroy, or disrespect the flag, we forget.PRIVATE 


Everyday many people disrespect the flag.  Students goof off during the time the pledge of allegiance is said.  People talk and don't even pay attention when the national anthem is played at baseball games or other similar events.  Other examples are people dropping the flag on the ground, getting it dirty, or not using it properly.  There was the incident a while back where the flag was put on the ground for an artist's art exhibit and hundreds of people walked all over it.  Also the most is respectful is the burning of the flag.


The flag or The Stars and Stripes stands for hard work and sacrifice of millions of Americans who have helped to make the United States one of the greatest powers in the World`s history.  It`s thirteen red and white stripes represent the  thirteen original colonies.  It's fifty stars in rows represent the fifty states of the United States.  The flag is the emblem of the United States, the land of opportunity and promise.  The colors of the flag each represent something.  Blue stands for vigilance, perseverance, and justice.  White stands for purity and innocence.  Red stands for hardiness and courage.  By destroying the flag you are destroying everything that it stands for.  If Betsy Ross, the maker of flag, were alive today she would cry at the sight of what we are doing to her flag.


The flag should be something precious and special to everyone.  Thousands of Americans died for that flag and everything that flag stood for.  By destroying or harming the flag in anyway you are not hurting a piece of cloth but are killing the beliefs and memories of others.  


So please, the next time you see the flag salute it.  For you are not saluting a piece of cloth you are saluting the thousands of Americans who died to make the place you live a better place to be.  If you feel you absolutely must burn something try an old shirt. It burns all the same.  Let's remember those who now rest in peace because they fought for the peace in the United States.  Let's not forget.  

