METRIC FUN WORKSHEET


Metric Fun
Complete this assignment for 10 points. If you would like to get your own metric rulers, consult the printable paper ruler site at http://www.vendian.org/mncharity/dir3/paper_rulers/ for assistance. 
General
Go to the Metric Association homepage at http://lamar.colostate.edu/~hillger/ Using the information there and any other necessary resources, complete the following questions. 

1. What is the metric system? 
2. What are the common units of measurement in the metric system? 

Temperature
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Use the Weather Calculator at http://www.srh.noaa.gov/elp/wxcalc/wxcalc.shtml to complete the following questions.     
1. Explain the following statement: “Thirty is hot, twenty is nice, ten is chilly, zero is ice.”

2. If a swimming pool closes unless it’s above 70 degrees in the summer, what metric temperature would we be looking for?  

3. What temperature should chocolate chip cookies be baked at? (It’s 350( in English units.) 

4. Using the Weather Calculator site, give us one other temperature rule that we should be aware of similar to the questions in 2 and 3.
For the rest of the questions, use a metric measuring device or one of the following converters online unless otherwise specified.  

· http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/conversions.html 

· http://www.psinvention.com/zoetic/convert.htm
Length
1. How wide is your hand span? ______ centimeter. (Measure outstretched hand between tip of thumb and tip of little finger)

2. What would a typical 8 ½ x 11 inch piece of paper measure in the metric system?

3. Go to the following webpage and convert your height into the metric equivalent. http://www.albireo.ch/bodyconverter/
4. If you live 13 miles from school, how many kilometers are between you and your education?

5. Find a car that has metric equivalents on the speedometer. Express the following speed limits in kilometers per hour: 25, 40, 65 mph

Weight
1. Go to the following webpage and convert your weight into the metric equivalent.

http://www.albireo.ch/bodyconverter/
2. You’ve asked your sweetheart for a pound of Godiva chocolates for Christmas. If he/she buys the real thing in Belgium, how many kilograms of chocolate are you getting?

3. You want to cook a 15 pound turkey for Thanksgiving dinner, but need to buy the turkey at a European grocery. What would be the metric equivalent for this size of turkey? 
Volume

Use the site at http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/conversions.html for volume to complete these questions.

1. If gas costs $2.06 per gallon, what is its cost per liter?

2. Find a can, glass, or bottle of an item and bring in the metric equivalent. 

Rules of Thumb
Complete one of the following questions.
1. Go to this page about metric equivalents from the U.S. Metric Association. (http://lamar.colostate.edu/~hillger/frame.htm ) As you look at some of the examples, see if you could develop one more to explain a typical equivalent to a common metric unit of measurement. 

2. Go to the Metric Association page at http://lamar.colostate.edu/~hillger/brownridge.html#length and review the Common Quantities information. Can you come up with one more to add to the page? 
Business Applications
1. You have a package coming in that weighs 3,000 kg. You have two trucks available to pick it up. Truck A is small and can only carry 2,000 lbs. Truck B is much larger and can carry up to 7,000 lbs. Which truck should you take?

2. You receive a call that a box is coming in that measures 47 cm x 85 cm. Should you take a dolly or can you carry it (assuming that it doesn’t weigh much)?

3. You’re in town for a business luncheon. You will wear a suit to the luncheon, but are wondering if you need a coat. You have both a heavy and light weight coat, or could just go in your suit. Your hotel clerk tells you that it’s 17 degrees today, and you’ll be outside a great deal. What should you wear? 
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