Real World Business

Business News “Conference”
Introduction: There is no better way to gain an understanding of business than to evaluate the news events generated by the world of business each and every day! Through an analysis and discussion of business related news items, students will gain insights to the impact that business has on our world, our community and on individuals as well. Our news “conferences” will be held once per week during select weeks of the semester.
Overview: 
· Students will sign up for a date in advance 

· Students will receive a worksheet to develop the overview and analysis. News topics are selected by students and can be from any news source such as newspaper, online, trade publication, broadcast, etc. 

· Opinion/op ed. pieces are not acceptable (Blogs, commentaries, editorials, letters to the editor, etc. are NOT news sources)

· Currency is crucial—we want to be talking about current news rather than information that is dated. 
· E[image: image1.wmf]ach week of scheduled news “conferences”, students will utilize professional oral communication skills to report on business related news to the rest of the class. 
· All students will utilize professional communication skills to participate in a discussion of the various news items. 
· The written worksheet will be submitted to the instructor for grading

Grading:

This project is worth 75 points total over the course of the semester

Written Work: 30 points


Oral presentation: 20 points


Participation throughout: 25 (5 points each news conference)

Students will be graded on currency, completeness, accuracy, clarity and appropriate application in both oral and written work as stated in the rubric. The quality of your presentation (style and content) will be a component of your grade as well. Participation will be graded on student class participation during news conferences. (Note: There is no makeup work available for the participation component of the assignment.)
Insights for your “conference” presentation:

· Familiarize yourself with the topic at hand. Conduct additional research if necessary to learn more about terms you are not familiar with, the topic, company, industry, etc. 

· If you don’t know the definition of terms, your colleagues may not as well. Therefore, providing insights/explanation to the meaning of terms/concepts will be beneficial to the accuracy and clarity component of your presentation grade.

· Do no read from your article or from your worksheet. 

· Be sure to provide enough information to your audience to ensure they have a clear idea of what the article is conveying.
As a business professional, you will be contributing thoughts, ideas and information to your colleagues during meetings and this is your opportunity to practice the requisite skills! 
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 Worksheet
Student name_________
Class meeting time_____

1. Name, Source and Date of Article

2. After gaining a complete understanding of your chosen news article, what are the main points or ideas that the author is conveying to the audience? (Be clear and concise in your response.)


3. Explain the environment(s) that demonstrate an impact on the main points or ideas of this article. (This is not a “list”; justify your answer to demonstrate the relationships shown in the article to the specific environment(s) given.) 

4. Describe how the main points or ideas in this article demonstrate at least one specific concept that you have learned about in this course. (Excluding environments.) (Be specific as to the concept and be specific, clear and concise in how the article information demonstrates the idea(s).))

5. Describe how the points or ideas in this article impact your local community? Your chosen career? (Be sure to provide enough information to justify your answer.)


6. Overall what did you learn from reading and evaluating this article?(Not a recantation of the above information.)
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Grading Rubric

Student Name:

	Criteria
	Complete/Yes
	Partial
	Incomplete/

Missing/No

	Oral Presentation – 20 points

	Student provided the class with a thorough and accurate summation of the news article without reading
	
	
	

	Student provided the class with a clear and accurate explanation of terms and concepts of the article that lead to audience understanding of the article ideas without reading 
	
	
	

	Student provided the class with a summation of the news article in a logical and easy to follow manner without reading
	
	
	

	Student presented the information using proper presentation skills including eye contact, voice inflection, appropriate pace/tempo, body language, avoiding “ums”, “ahs”, “like”, and other filler words, without chewing gum or other food items without reading
	
	
	

	Student presented the information in a confident manner without reading
	
	
	

	Student held audience attention 

	
	
	

	Written Worksheet Submission – 30 points

	All worksheet questions are answered reflecting depth and breadth in the analysis
	
	
	

	All worksheet questions are answered with accuracy; utilizes proper business vocabulary
	
	
	

	All worksheet answers provide evidence/justification for given responses 
	
	
	

	Worksheet is professionally presented; word processed utilizing proper writing conventions of spelling, grammar, word usage, punctuation.

# of writing errors____________________


	
	
	

	Source is stated and accurate

	
	
	


Feedback
Oral Points:          ______/20
Written Points:     ______/30

Total grade:         ______/50










































