Investigative Stops Quiz

Answers (in italics) appear below their corresponding questions

1. A police officer stops a car for

having a defective muffler and sees

another car start to pull over in response

to the pulling over of the car

with the defective muffler. The officer

discovers illegal aliens in the car with

the defective muffler and detained the

driver until Border Patrol arrived. The

officer radios ahead that he needs

someone to stop the other car. An officer

responds and stops the car, and,

in the process, discovers more illegal

aliens. Is the second stop lawful?

2. An officer sees a person sitting

alone in a vehicle and decides to approach.

As the officer nears, the person

starts the car and drives away. In

the driver’s haste, he breaks several

traffic laws, and the police pursue. After

ignoring the police in chase behind

him for a while, the police finally pull

over the car. The suspect is charged

with evading arrest or detention and

unauthorized use of a vehicle. The

driver requests that the initial approach

of the officer or, in the alternate,

the eventual stop of the driver

was unlawful. Was either stop lawful?

3. An officer stops a motor home

for speeding and asks for the driver’s

license, registration, and insurance.

The driver has none of these. Further,

the officer notes while walking up that

the vehicle has an expired license and

expired temporary vehicle permit. Suspicious,

the officer asks the driver to

step out of the vehicle, and then handcuffs

him. The officer explains that the

driver is not under arrest and that the

handcuffs are just for the officer’s protection.

While handcuffing, the officer

discovers the driver has an empty holster

on his side. He asks for the location

of the gun, and the driver denies

having one. The officer initiates a frisk

and finds a wallet with a license the

driver said he did not have. The officer

calls backup and asks dispatch to run

a check on the driver. The officer

looks into the motor home to check on

the passenger. The officer sees a

handgun behind the driver seat, and

so the officer enters the motor home.

Backup arrives, the gun is seized,

and the license turns out to be fake.

When the real license of the driver is

checked, it reveals several outstanding

arrest warrants. Was the stop

lawful?

