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COURSE TITLE:

Traffic Theory – Advanced  

COURSE NUMBER:
504-130
CREDIT HOURS:

3

PREREQUISITES:

Successful completion of Traffic Administration I with a 70% (C-) or better.  Students must be enrolled in Criminal Justice – Law Enforcement or receive program coordinator permission.

CLASS LOCATION:
MSTC-Wisconsin Rapids Room or E107
CLASS SCHEDULE:
Thursday

 9:00 – 11:50 a.m. 





Wednesday 

11:00  - 1:50  p.m. 




INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION, Section 1:



Name:


Michael Bessette


Office:


E101


Phone:


422-5490



E-mail:  

michael.bessette@mstc.edu

Office Hours:

Friday, 9:00 – 12:00

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION, Section 2:



Name:


Ryan Fox 


Office:


Adjunct Office in E101 


Phone:


715.347.0988 (Personal Cell – DO NOT DISTRIBUTE) 




E-mail:  

ryan.fox@mstc.edu 


Office Hours:

None 


COURSE DESCRIPTION:    This course emphasizes the practical application of OWI investigations, traffic accident investigation, enforcement and documentation, and motor vehicle defects. It uses all of the skills from Traffic Theory that are intensely reviewed followed by scenario-based and case study student activities.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  As a result of successfully completing Traffic Theory - Advanced, the student will be able to:

· Administer and evaluate field sobriety tests when investigating driving offenses

· Investigate and document an OWI offense

· Investigate and document traffic violations and crashes

· Conduct traffic control using recognized techniques
TEXTS:
Wisconsin Department of Transportation Publications:

Motor Vehicle Laws (current edition)
OWI Enforcement Manual
BDS122, Manual for Completing Motor Vehicle Accident Report Forms
DSB4356, Field Sobriety Test Record Notebook
State of Wisconsin Revised Uniform State Traffic Deposit Schedule 

Uniform Traffic Citations 

REFERENCES:
OWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Training Program, by the Traffic Institute - Northwestern University

EVALUATION DATA:

Your grade will be determined by the percentage of points earned from the total possible points from each of the following assessment tools:


Assessment



               

Percentage of Grade

Three Quizzes (Traffic Law, OWI, Crash Inv)
 

50%

Performance Assessment Tasks (Same categories as above) 
50%




















COURSE TOTAL


100%
OWI AND TRAFFIC SCENARIOS includes the following criteria:
· Investigate a scenario
· Document all investigative procedures

· Submit written reports, forms, and exhibits

· Reports are graded for grammar, spelling, and punctuation

· Students must do their own work.  Any work that is submitted that is not authored by the student will be considered academic dishonesty.  Writing assistance is limited to the following:

· MSTC ASC Center may assist in proof reading

· Reports must be submitted on time.  Late assignments are assessed as follows:  

· One day late

5 points
· Two or more days
1 point per day + the 5 points above (every day, including weekends and holidays)

· Submit evidence

· Present to class or participate in mock traffic court
GRADING POLICIES:



1. 
Learning Activities:  Learning activities are assigned for each performance 


objective but are not graded.  Learning activities are designed for 




students to practice prior to being tested and will assist in the student’s 




success.  Assigned learning activities are the minimum amount of work 




that students should complete, however, some students may have to do 




more to meet the criteria for performance objectives.  See the instructor 




for extra learning activities if you are not progressing satisfactorily in this 




course.

 

2.
Email Rebuttals:  Students are encouraged to ask questions regarding 

questions they have gotten wrong on either quizzes or exams.  These questions will be answered during class when assessments are reviewed.  However, if a student disagrees with an answer and wishes to present arguments regarding the issue, they may submit a rebuttal via e-mail.  Rebuttals must include the quiz/test name, question number, and the rebuttal.  Quiz/test scores will only be adjusted when rebuttals are submitted in accordance with this policy.  Most successful rebuttals include text book cites or statutory references. See my web page for policy specifics, the format and real examples! Note the one day time limit.


3.
Extra Credit:  There may be extra credit for this course, TBA by the instructor.

4. Study Skills/Time:  Students who wish to achieve success in this course           should plan on studying approximately six hours per week.  This is a 
minimum.  Others may have to study much more to obtain minimum 
passing grades.  If you need assistance in study skills, please see the 
instructor.  MSTC’s ASC centers have instructors and curriculum in 
“study skills”.

5.   Core Abilities:  Mid-State Technical College and the Criminal Justice 

Department are committed to the personal development of all students in               areas beyond technical skills and academics. This means that students will             be expected to grow and learn new attitudes and behaviors that are critical             to success in government occupations, criminal justice professions, and all            aspects of professional and personal interaction. Students are encouraged to 

           be aware of the following MSTC official Core Abilities:

· Act with integrity

· Apply technology to specific occupational tasks

· Assure quality

· Communicate clearly and effectively

· Demonstrate effective critical and creative thinking

· Demonstrate global awareness and responsiveness

· Learn effectively

· Manage self responsibly

· Work cooperatively
SPECIAL NEEDS: 

If you know you have a recognized disability, or suspect that you might have one, it is your responsibility to identify yourself as soon as possible to the Disability Services staff in Student Affairs.  Course standards will not be lowered but various kinds of accommodations are available to you.  Adequate and reasonable time will be required to develop and provide appropriate accommodations, so contact Disability Services as soon as possible.  It is MSTC’s goal to assist you in your individual educational plan.  

LEARNING ACTIVITIES


1.  Reading assignments for the course will be assigned by the instructor and              should be done prior to class.


2.  Complete all learning activities prior to class.



3.  Practice skills until proficient outside of class including but not limited to:

· Field Sobriety Tests, Citations, MV4000

AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING: 

Students may NOT create audio/video recordings of classes, with the exception of those students requiring an accommodation.  (An approved Accommodation plan is required BEFORE audio taping is allowed.)  Students creating unauthorized audio recording of lectures violates an instructor’s intellectual property rights and are subject to disciplinary action under the Student Code of Conduct. 

NOTE:   You must complete the Agreement Form BEFORE audio/video recording lecture.  

With prior approval, students may be allowed to audio/video record lectures to enhance their understanding of the topics presented.  Audio/video recordings are not substitutes for attending class.  If you choose to record lectures, you must sign an agreement which lists the following terms:

· Recordings are not to be distributed without the permission of the instructor.  This includes sharing via the Internet, peer to peer file sharing, or other methods.

· Recordings are not to be shared with other classmates unless they are to be used in collaborative assignments, or if the instructor approves sharing for other reasons. 

· You will turn off recorders at the request of instructor. 

Non-compliance with these terms violates an instructor’s intellectual property rights.  Students violating this agreement will be subject to disciplinary actions under the Student Code of Conduct.

SEMESTER SCHEDULE

WEEK # 



ACTIVITIY 

	1
	· Course Overview

· Review traffic laws and issuing citations
The Jigsaw Project 

1. Detecting the violation - 10 common traffic laws/elements and strategies to locate

2. Stopping the driver and conducting the interview

3. Writing and issuing the citation to the driver

4. Completing the report



	2
	· Traffic law enforcement scenarios.  
PART 1: In-Class Project - Identifying Violations and Enforcement Action

1. Moving violation

2. Parking violation

3. Equipment violation 

Assignment: Video tape a traffic violation from a stationary or moving position. Make sure that you are safe and/or legally parked. Write a citation and report based upon the violation and bring back to class. 

PART 2:  Re-enact the driver contact after the violation and complete steps 2, 3, and 4 from Week 1. 

	3
	· Graded Scenarios: Traffic violations

	4
	· Graded Scenarios: Traffic violations

Part 1: Graded Scenarios: Traffic violations

Part 2: Take the Traffic Law Enforcement Quiz! 


	5
	· Review OWI detection process

The Jigsaw Project 

1. Phase One Vehicle in Motion

2. Phase Two Personal Contact

3. Phase Three: Psychophysical Field Sobriety Testing

4. Arrest and Processing

	6
	· OWI Practice Scenario

OWI Enforcement Practice Scenario: Video + paperwork for OWI processing. With a partner and a videographer, stop a vehicle and proceed with a simulated OWI investigation. Go through all of the DWI detection process. Write the citations and the report. 

	7
	TASK WEEK – No Class


	8
	· OWI Practice Scenario

· OWI Enforcement Practice Scenario: Video + paperwork for OWI processing. With a partner and a videographer, stop a vehicle and proceed with a simulated OWI investigation. Go through all of the DWI detection process. Write the citations and the report.

	9
	· OWI Enforcement Graded Scenarios


	NO CLASS
	· SPRING BREAK!!! 



	10
	   OWI Enforcement 
          Part 1: OWI Enforcement GRADED Scenarios 
          Part 2: Take the OWI Quiz!  

	11
	Accident Investigation 

The Jigsaw Project 

1. Scene Stabilization 

2. Measuring and Documenting the Scene

3. Interviews, Investigation, and Enforcement

4. Completing the MV4000


	12
	Accident Investigation Practice Scenarios - Group A
Group Project: Create teams of two to create a realistic crash scene on the EVOC track that should include at least one vehicle, two participants, 
evidence to document (skid marks - use chalk or other means, blood, alcohol containers, simulated injuries, etc...)and a detailed plan to use during interviews.

	13
	Accident Investigation Practice Scenarios - Group B
Group Project: Create teams of two to create a realistic crash scene on the EVOC track that should include at least one vehicle, two participants, 
evidence to document (skid marks - use chalk or other means, blood, alcohol containers, simulated injuries, etc...)and a detailed plan to use during interviews.

	14
	TASK WEEK – No Class



	15
	Accident Investigation GRADED Scenarios - Group A
Group Project: Create teams of two to create a realistic crash scene on the EVOC track that should include at least one vehicle, two participants, 
evidence to document (skid marks - use chalk or other means, blood, alcohol containers, simulated injuries, etc...)and a detailed plan to use during interviews.

	16
	Accident Investigation GRADED Scenarios - Group B
Group Project: Create teams of two to create a realistic crash scene on the EVOC track that should include at least one vehicle, two participants, 
evidence to document (skid marks - use chalk or other means, blood, alcohol containers, simulated injuries, etc...)and a detailed plan to use during interviews.

	17
	Advanced (ungraded) Scenarios 
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