TRAFFIC THEORY
CITATION REPORT GUIDELINES

BY MCHAEL BESETTE

General remarks:

· print in capital block letters 

· if information is on the front, it is not necessary to rewrite on the back

· write in chronological order

· correct grammar and punctuation not required 

· correct spelling is required

· abbreviations are allowed

· don’t forget bottom box of general information

· include home phone number and place of employment under information box

· keep it as neat as possible: no more than three cross-outs or write-overs

1. Officer location actions prior to violation (if applicable)

MARKED SQUAD PARKED ON GRIFFITH AVE FACING W/B WITH HR-12 IN STATIONARY MODE. RADAR PRETESTED OK AT 1621 HOURS.

UNMARKED SQUAD SOUTHBOUND ON 64TH STREET APPROACHING DEER ROAD…

MARKED SQUAD PARKED IN 4000 BLOCK OF SOUTH 48TH STREET MONITERING TRAFFIC AT THE INTERSECTION OF 48TH STREET SOUTH AND WHITROCK AVE…


DISPATCHED TO PI ACCIDENT AT 80TH STREET SOUTH AND SOUTH PARK ROAD…

2. Elements of offense with evidence to support it

FOR SPEEDING, USE THE TRACKING HISTORY CHECKLIST AND MAKE SURE YOU INCLUDE THE LOCATION OF THE SPEED LIMIT SIGN FOR 346.57(5)

OBSERVED DEFENDANT SOUTHBOUND ON 48TH STREETAPPROACH KELLNER ROAD WHERE AN OFFICIAL STOP SIGN CONTROLS TRAFFIC FOR 48TH STREET TRAFFIC. DEFENDANT SLOWED TO APPROXIMATELY 25 MILES PER HOUR AND CONTINUED THROUGH THE INTERSECTION WITHOUT STOPPING, AND PROCEDED SOUTHBOUND ON 48TH STREET. 346.46(1) FAILURE TO STOP FOR STOP SIGN

3. Officer actions after observing violation


DRIVER STOPPED


DISPATCHED NOTIFIED


REQUESTED BACKUP

4. Driver quotes of confessions or admissions

· I asked defendant if he wanted to view the radar readout and he declined stating, “No. I believe you.”

· When I asked the defendant why she did not stop for the stop sign she said, “I know that I should have stopped. I’m sorry. I guess that I’m too much in a hurry.”

· I asked how fast he thought he was going and he replied, “Oh shit, I guess around 80?”

· I asked how fast he thought he was going and he replied, “I don’t know, but I know that it wasn’t 48!”

5. Officer actions after driver is released.

· NOTIFIED PARENTS (in case of juvenile)

· RETESTED RADAR AT 1705 HOURS OK.

· MAILED CITATION TO DRIVER’S LAST KNOWN ADRESS.

RADAR Report Example:

MARKED SQUAD PARKED ON GRIFFITH AVE FACING W/B WITH HR-12 IN STATIONARY MODE. RADAR PRETESTED OK AT 1621 HOURS. OBSERVED DEF APPROACHING MY LOCATION ON GRIFFITH E/B AT A HIGH RATE OF SPEED. VISUAL EST OF DEF SPEED WAS 65 MPH IN A POSTED 45 ZONE. OFFICIAL SPEED LIMIT SIGN NEAR 20TH STREET. DEF WAS WITHIN 800 FEET OF MY LOCATION DURING VIS EST AND RADAR READOUT. NO OTHER VEHICLES IN RADAR BEAM. NO OTHER INTERFERENCE. I RECEIVED A CLEAR, HIGH-PITCHED AUDIO TONE AND A STABLE READOUT AT 68. RADAR LOCKED. DEF STOPPED. I ASKED DEF IF HE WANTED TO VIEW THE RADAR READOUT AND HE SAID, “NO, I BELIEVE YOU.” RADAR RETESTED OK AT 1705 HOURS. 

